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Church of God is Rising Above the Clouds 





Truth Crushed 


to Earth W 


ill Rise Again 





Let Every Loyal Minister and Worker Take Courage and Move On. 





Victory is Sure! 





CORRESPONDENCE 


Cleveland, Tenn. 
July 5, 1923. 
A. J. Tomlinson, 
Cleveland, Tenn. 


Dear Brother: 


Referring to the letter to you under date of June 26, 1923, 
signed by F. J. Lee and J. S. Llewellyn, members of Executive 
Council to which you have made no reply, we the undersigned, 
investigating committee, will again call your attention to the 
proposition left open for yOu to produce any cancelled checks.or 
receipted bills representing cash paid out by you for the Church 
of God, that your bookkeeper failed to put on'the books. As we 
were instructed to proceed with this feature at once, we have 
concluded that if you desire to continue the search further or to 
ace anything further, that it must be done on or before J uly 

9, and on your failure to do this, the committee will take it for 
granted that you do not desire to, go into the matter further, or 
file any other claims for credit on the shortage-as-shown by the 
Auditor’s report. The Committee stands ready to consider any 
claim that you may have for consideration in harmony with the 
decision of the recent Elders Council that conyened in Cleveland, 
Tenn., June 12-21, 1923. 

The said Elders Council vested in this committee power and 
authority to act in the final settlement with you, and by virtue of 
this authority, we feel that some steps should. be taken at once 
to bring about a settlement or satisfactory agreement. It has 
been rumored that you had a proposition for settlement. If so 
this committee would take pleasure in considering any propo- 
sition that you may have, looking to a peaceful settlement of the 
matters in question. On your failure to submit your proposition 
or settlement by July 9, 1923, this committee will take it for 
granted and so construe that you have none to offer and the mat- 
ter will stand according to the decisions and conclusions of the 
said Elders Council 

This Committee is informed that it is your purpose and inten- 
tion to totally ignore all the conclusions and decisions of the said 
Elders Council to which you cheerfully submitted your case. This 
Committee is of a firm belief that the conclusions reached and 
decisions made by the said Elders Council are legal and binding 
and should be observed, and the terms complied with. 

This Committee on and after July 9, 1923 will feel at liberty 
to make such reports to those to whom they are responsible, as 
the circumstances may demand. They will further feel at liber- 
ty to take such other steps as the circumstances may dictate, to 

bring about a satisfactory adjustment of all the matters in 
question. 
Very sincerely yours, 
F. J. Lee. 
J. B. Ellis. 


Investigating Committee. | 
J. S. Llewellyn. 

The following letter is a reply to a letter from the investi- 
gating committee under date of July 5th. This reply was printed 
in circular form and distributed, also appeared in the Chatta- 
nooga Times, Sunday, July 15th. The attention of the Auditor 
was called to the article in the Times and he wrote the letter 
which is also herein reproduced for the information of our read- 
ers. You will also note the reply of the investigating committee 
to this letter that appeared as above stated. This correspondence 
is given to our readers that they might be informed as to the 
recent developments, and for no other purpose. 
Cleveland, Tenn. 

July 9, 1923. 


Your letter of July 5th received and contents noted. Until 
you-have.firnished tie with an itemized report of your investi- 
gation of the Church Books ahd Records, I can not tell’what can- 
célled checks or receipted' bills you may have overlooked and de- 
sire me to produce. Consequently, your letter requesting me to 
produce ‘any credits I may claim by July 9th is a surprise to me. 

You have evidently forgotten that the instructions of the 80- 


called “conclusions” reached Our Hidérs' in thie Couneil are 
for the committee to: ef 
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If this has ever been done, your Committee bad # failed © 
to furnish me with a report showing which chetks appear on the 


day books and which do not, nor have you furnished me with a 


report showing what accounts appear on the day books that were 
paid in cash. 

Your Committee should comply with. the instructions or 
“Conclusions” of any Elders upon whose support you may rely 
for the authority you claim, before expecting me to furnish your 
Committee any information. 


In your communications to me, you refer to an “audit.” If 
any audit has ever been made, I have not been furnished a copy. 
Prior to the Council of Elders, I was furnished with a report made 
by the Lee H. Battle Audit Co., which, they call a “Preliminary 
Examination of the Books on File” and not.an “Audit.” In this 
Examination, they say: “A few day books or cash books were 
missing—that payrolls and other expenses were paid in cash for 
which no vouchers appear on file’—And, “It was our opinion that 
the results of the best detailed audit that could be made would 
not justify the expense.” (Evidently this Auditing Company be- 
lieves that the Church has received the benefit of every penny of 
the money paid in). Again, they say: “The item of $14,141.83 
due from A. J. Tomlinson is an asset of doubtful value, but we 
have included it to offset this amount of Notes Payable. The 
Church Management is responsible for the notes and the money 
to pay them must come from somebody.” (Evidently because 
the Church owed $14.141.83 in notes and the Auditors did not 
know to which Church Fund this money was to be charged, they 
decided to charge it to A. J. Tomlinson—but, who suggested this 
to them?) 

This Preliminary Examination of these Auditors contains a 
Balance Sheet as of Dec. 1, 1922, (which is not supported by 
schedules as it should be) which they say is: “Made up from the 
Best Information Available’—the inventory of the Publishing 
House shown therein being, according to the Auditors, “an esti- 
mate by Mr. J. S. Llewellyn” made four months later than the 
purported date of the Balance Sheet and after he had been in 
Charge of the Publishing House since Dec. ist. This Preliminary 
Examination contains no Balance Sheet as of Dec. 1, 1918—the 
beginning date of the Four Year Period Examined—consequent- 
ly, no camparison of the net worth of the Church at the begin- 
ning and at the end of this Four Year Period can be made. 

It may be that this Balance Sheet as of Dec. 1, 1918, was 
left out inadvertently, or it may be that your Committee did not 
want the Members of the Church to know of the wonderful fi- 
nancial progress and growth of the Church during this Four 
Years under my direction. 

Your Committee should know that I have spent the best 
years of my life in working for the Glory of God and, that T have 
spent my Own money and used my personal credit for the es- 
tablishment and building up of the Church of God. Can it be 
that your Committee is afraid that a detailed report of the re- 

ceipts and expenditures in behalf of the Church will show that 
the Church owes me several thousand dollars? You need not be, 
what I have put in to the Church I have placed there freely and 
gladly in order that the Word of God and the love of Jesus Christ 
may be made known to all man-kind. 


Whenever your Committee furnishes me with a detailed and 
itemized report of the receipts and disbursements during this 
four year period together with a correct financial statement of 
the Condition of the Church at the beginning of this four year 
period, I will gladly furnish your Committee any information in 
my hands that may shed light on the matter. 

If your committee is unable to furnish the report demanded 
by your Elders and to which the members of the Church and I, as 
General Overseer, am entitled; I will make you this proposition: 
Allow me, together with such assistants as I may employ, check 
over the books and the records of the Church which are in your 
possession and not available to me without your consent, and I 
will get up a detailed’report of the financial condition of the 
Church so that the members of the Church may know the true 
facts of the matters inqvtired about, and judge for themselves 
how well I have handled my trust. 

In order that your Committee may give me a square deal and 
deal fairly and justly with:the Members of the Church, I feel that 
your Committee should either present me with the itemized re- 
port ordered by your Elders, or else immediately permit me to 
make an itemized repott from the Béoks and other Records of 
the Church to be stibmitted for thé inspection of your Committee. 
wam~aikes Please advise me 
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carefully noted and in reply to same will say that I am again 
surprised to note the manner in which you seek to evade the 
principle issues. You certainly must have misinterpreted our 
communication of July 5th. 

The recent Elders Council did not advise us that after mak- 
ing further search to report to you, neither did we imply in our 
letter that the investigating committee might have overlooked 
any cancelled checks as you undertake to imply but the Elders 
Council did in their exceeding liberality advise us that “If Broth- 
er A. J. Tomlinson shall be able to produce anything to show 
where he has paid out in cash which is not on the daybook, such 
as receipts or receipted bills or other written evidence, he is to 
be given credit for all such items on presentation of such suffici- 
ent proof.” This quotation is found on page six in the Report 
of Investigation, in article called Elders Decision. On page eight 
and the third paragraph you will find in substance the same 
quotation with the exception of admitting cancelled checks. This 
is a privilege left open to y@ by the Elders Council to be acted 
on at an early date. Now, inasmuch, as, you,fail.to avait your- 
self of this privilege ‘and fail to submit to us any further ¢c 
for credit, there is nothing left for us to do but to conclude that 
you have nothing and the matter rests according to the terms of 
the letter submitted to you under date of July 5th and the con- 
clusions and decisions reached by the Elders Council. 

It was the spirit and intention of the elders that you be 
given the opportunity to present such claims for credit as might 
have sufficient evidence to substantiate and that the committee 
should pass on them and if in harmony with the spirit of the de- 
cision of the Elders Council that proper credit be given. This 
committee would be unable to pass on any checks, cheek stubs, 
receipts, or receipted bills that are in your possession and not sub- 
mitted to us. This committee has stood willing and ready ‘to 
obey the instructions of the Council, also to cooperate with you 
and your bookkeeper in the settlement of any matter that you 
may have overlooked on presentation by you of sufficient evi- 
dence. ‘ 

The Elders Council has never instructed us to furnish you 
with a report showing which checks appear on the daybook and 
which do not, neither did they instruct us to report to you what 
accounts appear on the daybooks that were paid in cash, but 
only for your benefit did they instruct us to consider the matter 
further in the event you might have written evidence to show 
that you were due further credit. 

In your letter you undertake to place certain restrictions on 
this committee and make certain requirements before you, sub- 
mit to them any information.. We conclude that you are the 
only one to be benefited by this and if it is not your desire to 
present any thing further, we will confidently rely on the audi- 
tor’s report of the examination of your books. 

In your letter you state that “Evidently this Audit Com- 
pany believes that the Church has received the benefit of every 
penny of the money paid in.” Now, this you well know is not 
the case and that you well remember that when the Elders called 
Mr. Blackwell of the Lee H. Battle Audit Co., to explain. his re- 
port that he did explain in contrary to that which you.imply and 
that they are of the firm opinion that your shortage was to the 
amount of $14,141.83. You well remember that he explained 
this matter in detail and that you asked your bookkeeper if she 
understood it that way and that she did nod her head in ad- 
mission, that she did understand it in the way that he explained 
it, therefore, we are at a loss to know why you would try to make 
such an impression as you do in your letter. As to what he said 
with reference to this shortage being an.asset of doubtful value 
you well know that he explained that matter in full. which was 
that he doubted as to whether the Church would be able to col- 
lect it from you, and not that you did not justly owe it, or was not 
short in your accounts to that amount. You undertake to: make 
the impression that “the Church owed $14,141.83 in notes and 
the auditors did not know to which Church fund this money was 
to be charged, they decided to charge it to A. J. Tomlinson. But 
who suggested this to them?” Now I am sure you are not ig- 
norant of his understanding in this matter as he explained. this 
matter fully until you had nothing further to say. Further you 
undertake to insinuate that somebody-influenced them or ‘asked 
them to do this. This you well remember that he emphatically 
explained to you just how the matter all came about and, you 
ceased to question the matter further, knowing that you had no 
right to make such insinuations or accusations. 

You undertake to make capital out of the estimated invoice 
by J. S. Llewellyn made four months later than the purported 
date of the balance sheet. As you well know this has no bear- 
ing whatever on the shortage as it is figured solely from receipts 
and disbursements, including cash received from notes in me 
bank against the Church on December 1, 1922, This ¢ 
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would have had no effect on the shortage whatever. Strange 
that you submitted to the auditor’s explanation and then under- 
take to revive the same question in his absence. 

This committee is fully aware of the noble service you have 
rendered to the Church but this only adds to their regret of the 
happenings of the last few years and the unpleasant situation 
that has developed on account of the matters herein referred to, 
and as referred to in the report of gpvestigation and Proceedings 
of Elders Council. 

We note what you say with reference to this committee 
furnishing you a “detailed and itemized report of the receipts 
and disbursements during this four-year period.” The books 
and records as kept by you and your bookkeeper to which you 
are thoroughly acquainted, best speak for themselves. 

Your proposition to allow you together with such assistance 
as you may employ to check over the books and records and 
make up your own report which would mean one to suit your- 
self, I am sure you will agree with us, that that would be absurd 
and unreasonable. I might say further that you have under- 
taken at different times to make an explanation of the alleged 
shortage, but to this date you have failed to make a satisfactory 
explanation and if you are unable to give a better explanation 
than you have in the past, it appears that a further attempt 
would be useless, however, we have waited with long patience 
for you to present facts and figures to offset this report, but to 
this date you have failed. 

We will say further and again that the Elders Council has 
never instructed this committee to submit to you an itemized re- 
port, but the Elders Council did expect you to submit to this 
committee sufficient evidence to offset this shortage or any part 
of it that you may be able, or to make arrangements at an early 
date to settle this amount with the Church and thereby make 
other action unnecessary. 

This committee is informed by the auditor or their repre- 
sentative that this is the lowest estimate on the shortage as 
represented by your books and records and notes in the bank and 
that the only change that a detailed audit could make would be 
to increase the amount. 

; If you will give us sufficient guarantee that all the shortage 
will be promptly taken care of by you, we would gladly order a 
detailed audit of all of your books and records. On your failure 
to accept this proposition, we will confidently rely ‘on the audi- 
tor’s examination of your books and records and the report that 
he has submitted to us showing a shortage of $14,141.83 and will 
expect settlement to be made or agreement for a settlement at 
an early date. 

This committee is advised that you, or those acting under 
you, are advising the overseers and the local churches not to send 
the tithe of the tithes to the General Secretary who is authorized 
by the General Assembly to receive and to account for the same 
and are advising them to send the tithe of the tithes to you. 
This, I am sure if you would carefully consider, is a very 
dangerous violation of the use of the mails and such a move as 
this is and will be resisted by us and that will insist that this is 
not in accordance with the ruling of the General Assembly. And 
that any money received by you that would otherwise belong to 
the Church, and that would have otherwise gone in the author- 
ized channels, had it not been for your action and those acting 
under you must be turned over to the proper constituted authori- 
ty or abide by the penalty for such action. 

We regret very much that you have closed the door to our 
aiding you further in this what we term a most serious situation. 
We, therefore, will bow to the inevitable and trust in God to carry 
us over this obstacle and work everything out for our good and 
the advancement of His church and that glorious victory will 
eventually perch on her banners and that she will go on her 
mission to bless the world. 


Lovingly submitted, 
; F. J. Lee. 
Investigating Committee { J. B. Ellis. 
\ J. S. Llewellyn. 





Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Mr. J. 8. Liewellyn, 

Church of God Publishing House, 
Cleveland, Tenn. 

Dear Sir: 
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We have read the article in the Sunday Times, credited to 


Mr. A. J. Tomlinson, td which you have called our attention. 

It is not our custom to discuss our reports in the public 
press, as they always speak for themselves, and at the proper 
time and place, before the proper.tribunal, we are always ready 
to explain and back up any statements made. 

However, there are so many mis-statements and inaccura- 
cies in the article referred to, that we think it will be better for 
you to refer to our report for the facts as they existed and were 
reported by us. 

The records show that a large amount of money was col- 
lected and passed through the hands of Mr. Tomlinson, but the 
records do not show what disposition was made of all of these 
funds. It is Mr. Tomlinson’s duty to submit to the proper 
authorities a statement showing what was done with all of the 
money collected by him. Mere statements of denial] published in 
the press for the purpose of creating sentiment in his favor will 
not suffice to off-set the cold facts as they exist. Nothing short 
of a complete statement of his acts and Stewardship will avail 
anything in arriving at the final solution of the situation. 

Mr. Blackwell is engaged for all of this week, but if you de- 
sire it and will advise us, he can come up next week and do the 
work you have on hand. 

Very truly yours, 
LEE H. BATTLE AUDIT COMPANY 
By Lee H. Battle. 


Cleveland, Tenn. 


July 21, 1923. 
A. J. Tomlinson, 


City, 
Dear Brother: 


Your communication to F. J. Lee, J. S. Liewellyn and J. 
B. Ellis dated July 18th, received by us, July 20, is now before us 
for consideration and reply. 


In your letter you intimate that this committee does not 
want a fair investigation. In reply to this will say that this is 
all we ever have wanted, whichis for youto account to the 
Church in a fair, square, honest, businesslike way for all the 
funds that you have received from all sources including cash re- 
ceived from notes executed for which you received cash, then 
take credit for every legitimate disbursement, and then account 
to the Church for the difference. If this is not a fair settlement, 
we are at a loss to know the meaning of an honest settlement. 


In your letter you say, “I have repeatedly asked for an item- 
ized report of the receipts and disbursements of the Church as 
shown by the books. We are made to wonder just what you 
mean by this as you had all of the books in your possession until 
December 1, also at various times since that time and further, 
you well know that you have never been denied the privilege of 
looking over the books at any time you chose. You have re- 
peatedly carried them over to your room and kept them until you 
saw fit to return them. And to this date you have never been 
refused the privilege of looking them over, but the “absurd and 
unreasonable” referred to in our former letter, was that you ap- 
parently wanted us to refer the whole matter to you and allow 
you to present your own statement and make the investigation 
of your own affair. This, of course, would be an injustice to you 
as well as to the Church, and could not be accepted as conclusive. 


In your letter you undertake to infer that you have been 
denied the privilege of making a report. This, of course, is with- 
out foundation but you have repeatedly undertaken to explain 
the shortage in various ways, but to this date you have failed to 
give a reasonable or satisfactory explanation. Now, if it is the 
fair thing that you want, why not tell us just how it is, and then 
stick to it? As the facts can only be facts and this, the public 
would be glad to know. As further proof of our liberality to- 
ward you, we again call your attention to a letter addressed to 
you from this committee under date of May 24th, which clearly 
shows that we were perfectly willing to allow you the privilege 
of employing another auditor and producing a counter report, if 
you chose so to do. This proposition you failed to accept, or 
make any reply to this committee’s proposition. We herewith 
present you with a copy of this letter under date of May 24th, 
which is as follows: 


Cleveland, Tenn. 


May 24, 1923. 
A. J. Tomlinson, 


Dear Brother: 


Referring to the Auditor’s report, which we submitted to you 
May 8, for your inspection and reply to same, will say that if 
you take any exceptions or question any of the items therein 
contained, we herewith request you to point out such exceptions 
or questions and submit to us in writing by return mail, so the 
same may be given our consideration before the convening of 
the Elders Council, June 12, in order that we may be able to 
make an intelligent report to the said Elders Council. 


It has been rumored that you intended to employ an Auditor 
to go over the books and make a counter report, to the report 
that you now have in your possession. We would advise that if 
you have such in mind, that you cancel any and all engagements, 
and that you proceed to whatever counter report that you deem 
necessary and have same ready to present to said Elders Council 
on the day and date above mentioned. As the public welfare of 
the Church would not admit the further delay of the settlement 
of the matters in question. 


We, the finance committee, having been duly appointed by 
the proper constituted authority, have acted in good faith in the 
employing of a competent Auditor, and on whose report we con- 
fidently rely, which we will submit to the said Council and make 
same a part of.our report. 


We jointly request you to cancel your engagement and re- 
turn at once and join with us in making all necessary arrange- 
ments for said Council, and any preparations that you may have 
to make, in order that there may be no delay when the Council 
convenes. This request is especially insisted on, provided you 
see fit to pursue the same course above mentioned. On your 
failure to comply to the above request, we will take it for granted 
that you have no further question to raise as to the Auditor’s re- 
port as you have made none to this date. 


Hoping that we will be able to adjust this and all other mat- 
ters in question in a satisfactory way, and that peace and pros- 
perity will reign throughout the great Church of God. 

Very sincerely yours, 


F. J. Lee. 
J. B. Bilis. 
J. S. Llewellyn. 


The above letter speaks for itself and expresses our willing- 
ness at that time for you to employ you a competent auditor and 
prepare you a counter report of the one submitted to us by the 
Lee H. Battle Co., of Chattanooga, Tenn.. Although you refuse 
to accept the outline of our Jetter as further proof of our liberality 
toward you, we would still be willing for you to employ a com- 
petent, professional auditor and go over the books and records if 
you are still not satisfied with the report made by the Lee H. 
Battle Co. If you should decide to do this at this late day, we 
ask that you notify this committee by July 24th of your intention 


to pursue such a course, with the understanding that it be done 
immediately. : ; 


It is very noticeable in your letter that you continue to dodge 


. 


Finance Committee 
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uestion of receipts and disbursements and continue to play 
with antinsetas that eae nothing whatever to do with the amount 
of money that you received from all sources, including cash 
received from notes that you failed to put on your books. It 
would be a very clever scheme to place an inflated estimate and 
give you credit for the difference. This, we construe not to be 
in harmony with good business or a fair settlement. If you have 
received more money than you have paid out for the Church, why 
is it such an unfair thing for this committee to ask you what 
you did with the balance of the money, or to account for the 
same in a legitimate way? 


It is not the intention of this committee to continue to dis- 
cuss this matter by exchange of notes but to insist that a fair, 
square, businesslike settlement be made with the Church of God 
and thereby relieve all concerned from the present embarrass- 
ment and that the work of the Church be no longer hindered on 
account of this seeming unfortunate situation. 


This committee would call your attention to the fact again 
that you were notified of the time that the auditor was to be here, 
and given the privilege of being present. This you declined to do. 
A copy of this notification is on file in this office. You will re- 
member further that your bookkeeper was notified and invited to 
be present. This she geclined to do. A copy of this notification 
or invitation is also on file in this office. We have been informed 
that you have complained that you had no notice and had been 
given no opportunity even to be present when the auditor was 
here and doing his work, but this is a matter of record and can 
not be successfully denied. This committee has always shown a 
disposition to aid you and give you every opportunity to clear this 
matter up but to this date you have failed to do so. I will say 
further that the auditor is expected to be here in a fews days for 
some other work and this committee invites you to go over with 
him any features of this report that you may question. This we 
hope you will see fit to do. 


The balance sheet so repeatedly referred to was only in- 
tended to show the assets and liabilities and that the equity that 
the Church of God had and has nothing to do with the difference 
in your receipts and disbursements. This, we feel sure will be 
well understood by all fair-minded people and that they will be 
able to form their own conclusion in the matter. 


This committee would call your attention to numerous re- 
ports that are coming to this office from the various states where 
the Church of God is established of methods employed by you 
or those acting under you in circulating petitions, reading cer- 
tain documents prepared by you, making certain representations 
that we consider unjust and unfair to our people and thereby un- 
duly influencing them to sign petitions that they do not under- 
stand or know of their full meaning. We are receiving letters 
in most every mail requesting us to see that their. names are 
erased from such petitions. It is alleged that some of those 
acting under you have refused others the privilege of speaking 
and explaining the real situation as it is. It is further alleged 
that some acting under you have even gone to local churches and 
procured a list of the membership of the local church and car- 
ried it away, claiming that they were all in accord with you 
and those associated with you without even presenting your 
cause and counting them petitioners for you. This, I am sure 
you will not regard as fair and just to the Church of God and its 
membership. We, therefore, for ourselves and on behalf of the 
great Church of God do repudiate and condemn such methods 
and will be regarded by us and those associated with us as an un- 
just and unfair means and counted as though nothing was ever 
done. In view of the foregoing information, ,will you kindly 
furnish us a copy of all of your petitioners together with a copy 
of the document and petitions circulated? 


We are informed that you or those acting under you have 
represented to our local churches and so declared that unless 
they signed your petition that from and after July 24th they would 
not be members of the Church of God. Many of our people through 
their great love for the Church have yielded to such persuasion 
and later found their serious mistake and felt that the matter had 
not been properly represented to them. Will you kindly give us 
chapter and verse for such action and declarations and where 
our membership in the Church of God is conditioned on signing 
your petition or any other petition? Such action, we regard as 
wholly illegal, unauthorized, and without effect as the General 
Assembly of the Churches of God only has the power to repeal or 
reconsider any action taken. This committee is of the opinion 
that the General Assembly, when convened in its regular session 
would take pleasure in correcting any mistake that it has make 
or repealing any act that is found not to be to the best interest of 
the Church and its membership. 


We are informed that you or those acting under you are 
advising the local Churches to send the tithe of the tithes and 
free will offerings direct to you. We are thoroughly convinced 
that such an act is disloyal and unauthorized and would be not 
only in violation of the action of the General Assembly but a 
violation of the laws of the land as you have never been author- 
ized by the Church to receive and account for such funds and to 
do so would only add to the seriousness of the situation and make 
it necessary for us to seek relief from such unauthorized action 
and violations. We truly hope that you will not bring on your- 
self and others such embarrassment as would be sure to follow 
such action. Any steps or action previously planned by you to 


_take effect July 24th will take no effect whatever on this notice. 


Respectfully submitted, . 
F. J. Lee. 
Investigating Committee / 7 Bp Bilis. ’ 
J. S. Llewellyn. 


I regret that the circumstances makes it necessary for us to 
publish the proceedings and correspondence with referencé to the 
investigation and the developments from time to time, in order 
that our members and friends may be thoroughly informed as to 
the situation. We are trusting that the time will soon come that 
it will be unnecessary for us to mention anything further with 
reference to this matter, and that the pages of the Evangel will 
be filled with soul stirring messages of full salvation, and that it 
shall take on new strength and new proportions and thereby be- 
come a greater blessing to the world than it has ever been. These 
matters have been given to our readers not as an individual but 
as an Official of the church, and in view of the fact that the 
Evangel is the official organ of the Church and on this responsi- 
bility alone, have we consented to make use of the columns of 
the Church of God Evangel to inform our members and friends 
as to the matters in question. We are aware of the fact that it 
is disturbing to the minds of some of our good people who haye: 
not been acquainted with the developments of some months past. 
But lé¢tus console ourselves with the fact that the early Church 
met with many reverses and apparently serious troubles yet God 
always vindicated the right, and the great Church of God moved 
on to bless the world. It takes the darkness that envelops the 
world to-eause us to appreciate the golden rays of the sun of the 
following day. We are confidently expecting that a new day will 


peed _on the great Church of God. Let us take courage 
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“But if I tarry long, that thou may- 
est know how. thou aughtest to be 
have thyself in the house of God, 
which is the church of the living God, 
the pillar ground of the truth.” 


Tt is true that the Church of God is 
the pillar an@ ground of the truth. God 
intends for tBe full Bible truth to go 
out from the Church of God. While 
every denom{agation has some truth, yet 
the Church of God is to contain the 
whole truth. She is every thing to 
the truth. She is the pillar and holds 
up the whole thing, but error, false 
hood and scheming she will not uphold. 
I have been in the Church of God for 
about fourteen years and have been a 
Christian for about thirty years and 
have always been a conscientious boy 
or man and wanted things done just 
exactly right, but have been more 
strict since being identified with the 
Church of God. I have tried to weigh 
things from a matter of fact, view point. 
Everybody in this enlightened country 
knows what is right and what is 
wrong, but especially does one know 
who has made the Bible a study for 
years and has been filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and wants nothing else 
but right. I’m sure we have many 
of this class today. Some say as con- 
cerning our present situation, “Oh, if 
I only knew what is right and what is 
wrong I would surely go right.” Yes, 
I feel that this is the sentiment of 
hundreds today and many honest souls 
are proving by their actions that to 
know the truth is all that they need in 
order to have them walk in the truth. 
Many have recanted after having 
signed a certain petition and have writ- 
ten here wanting their names off, that 
they had been fooled into it, and that 
they were standing for the Church of 
God. Yes, many didn’t understand the 
situation. I don’t feel like censuring 
them, but the main thing from this 
time on is that they should resolve to 
stand for truth and right. 

Behave 

You notice that Paul instructs 
Timothy so that he would know how 
to behave himself in the house of God 
which is the church of the living God. 
Every well organized family wants 
and even expects the children to be- 
have themselves, yet sometimes the 
little children become very naughty. 
Yes, and sometimes the large boys be- 
come rebellious, then there is sorrow 
in the home. The naughtiness of the 
little children doesn’t affect the home 
so much, but when John or Tom who 
have been real stays in the home step 
aside to error then every heart in the 


home is aching. Oh, if John would 
only acknowledge his error and repent, 
father and mother would forgive him, 
the little children would throw their 
arms around his neck and the heart- 
aches could all be kisséd away, but if 
John should spurn every plea, every 
advice and insist on having full con- 
troll of all the affairs about the place 
and whip and lash the little children 
when he pleases and even push them 
out to the mercy of the world, then in- 
sist on making laws, to govern the 
home, and “if I don’t“! will tear the 
whole thing to flinders.” But we 
hear father’s noble voice ring out with 
words that sound like peals of thunder 
(God’s Word and government) ac- 
companied with the sobs of the sympa- 
thizing mother (the sympathizing 
church) saying, “son, you must behave 
yourself, we have just dealt with little 
Lucy, Mary and Willie and you will 
just have to behave yourself.” John 
takes note of that firm and determined 
voice, then decides that he had better 
do right and leave his stubbornness 
behind, so peace again reigns in the 
home though some rigidness had to be 
manifested. 


Behave Thyself in the House of God 


Behave thyself. Paul was away, but 
wrote enough to Timothy so he would 
know how to behave, and the instruc- 
tions he gave shows that he expects all 
to behave and I notice in his letter of 
advice, “Let the elders that rule well 
be counted worthy of double honor.” 
“Rule well” is the thought. “Against 
an elder receive not an accusation, but 
before two or three witnesses.” Yes, 
Timothy, you will not behave if you 
dont have that many or more. 

“Then that sin rebuke before all, 
that others may fear.” Oh, Paul I 
wouldn’t like to rebuke before all I 
would rather keep some things a secret 
on some of my members. “I charge 
thee before God, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the elect angels that thou 
observe these things without prefer- 


ring one before another, doing noth, 


ing by partiality.” 


The above Scriptures are some _ in- 
structions given to Timothy one of the 
big boys at home (Church of God) 
showing him how to behave and to 
help others to behave. 

Now this is all that the Church of 
God wants, she wants everybody to be- 
have, and do right. Wouldn’t it be 
pleasant if everybody would do right, 
little boys, big boys, and all? ‘That is 
what my heart is longing for and that 
#e could all move along in good order 


again. 





REQUESTS 


Lewis and Roxie Step, Epworth, .Ga., 
requests prayer for their little boy 
to be healed. 





Mrs. E. L. Fortenberry, Mize, Miss., 
desires special prayer that God 
will heal her of gallstones. 





Jas. A. J. Purvis, Zolfo, Fla., requests 
prayer that he may be reclaimed, 
sanctified and filled with the Holy 
Ghost. 





J. R. Kersey, Whiteside, Tenn., wants 
all who read this to pray that he 
may be sanctified and filled with 
the Holy Ghost. 





Mrs. Meldrum Bedgood, Mt. Vernon, 
Ga., desires the saints to pray that 
her baby may be healed and that 
her family will get right with the 
Lord. 





Mrs. Mittie Jones, Boonville, Miss., 
asks prayer of the saints for her 
little boy who is five years old and 
has grown scarcely any since he 





was three. Also pray for her 
sister to be delivered from the 
snuff habit. 

Velda Lonly, Morganfield, Ky., re- 


quests prayer that she may become 
a member of the Church of God 
and be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost and that she nfay be an ov- 
ercomer. And pray that her hus- 
band aad brother may see their 
condition before it is too late. 





NOTICES 


I would like to buy a folding or- 
gan that has been used. If there is 
anyone that has one to sell at a cut 
price, write ? 

J. R. Thomas, 
Hyatt, Tenn. 





It has been circulated from some 
source that Sister M. S. Lemons is 
out of the Church of God, that she 
had been turned out. I just want to 

attention to the fact that she is 
oot out of the Church by a “great 
majority”, but she is getting into it 
deeper, and loving the Church bet- 
ter, and showing her love by going 
forth and preaching its doctrine. 

Sister Lemons is a very consecrat- 
ed, humble, godly woman and she is 
used of the Lord on many occasions. 

F. J. Lee. 





The Church of God Sunday School 
here at Gunton Park will have their 
Children’s Day the first Sunday in 
August. We were hindered from 
having our Children’s Day on the 
regular Sunday on account of the 
measles. : 

We are expecting a good time in 
the Lord and dinner on the ground, 
also our state overseer, Brother J. 
A. Davis, to be with us to dedicate 
our church and talk some to the 
children. We also hope our pastor 
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can be with us. 
come. 
Mrs. Gertrude Semones, 


Max Meadows, Va. 


Everybody wel- 





We are expecting a revival to be- 
gin at the Vanndale church two and 
one half miles west of Vanndale on 
August 4, with J. C. Coats in charge. 
We are expecting other workers to 
be present during the meeting. We 
will have conference the first night 
D. V. Each member of this church is 
urged to be present. 

We desire all the children of God 
who know the value of prayer to 
pray that God will give us a great 
revival and that many souls may be 
led into the full light of the gospel. 

Viola Horton, clerk, 
Vanndale, Ark. 





2 t. 
Suggestion 
To the Church. of God in South 


Carolina—Greetings: 

1 wish to speak a few words about 
the support of our state overseer. 

I was surprisd to learn that he 
doesn’t get expenses much less a sup- 
port from the state. We all know 
we have a good humble spirit-filled 
Overseer and one that never com- 
plains, even if he doesn’t get a pen- 
ny and has to borrow money to pay 
his railroad fare. 

I think we all should help him 
more. Let me suggest that every 
member of the Church of God in 
South Carolina give Brother Cul- 
pepper one day’s or night’s work. I 
mentioned this to the church at Ware 
Shoals and when we had gathered 
our little mites together we had 
$32.00 to mail to our overseer. That 
is a small amount but if each church 
would do even that much it would 
amount to a nice sum. 

Some may say my members would 
not give,a day’s work. Have you ever 
asked them to? Try them and_ see 
if they are loyal or not. I am sure 
there are some in each church that 
will respond gladly. Let us all do 
our part and when our race is run 
we can have the smiles of our Sa- 
vior and hear him say, “Well done.” 

I pray that God will lay this mat- 
ter on your heart as He has mine. 
Nettie M. Hanvey, 

Honea Path, S. C. 


IN MEMORY OF 


SMITHER 

On May 14, 1923 the death angel 
visited the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Smither and claimed their 
darling baby, Delmar B., age 1 year 
and 3 months. 

His illness lasted three weeks and 
all was done for him that loving 
hands could do but God _ thought 
best to take him home. 

Father, mother, two brothers and 
many relatives are left to mourn. 

His aunt, 
Virgie Smither. 


Box 29, 








CARTER 
The death angel called at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Homer Carter and 





took their darling babe away, June 
27, 1923, age 1 year“and 17 days. Her 
death was caused from spinal 
meningitis. 

She leaves to mourn, father, moth- 
er, two grandfathers and two grand- 
mothers. ; 

Her remains were laid to rest in 
the Mount Zion cemetery to await 
the soon coming of Jesus. 

A friend, 
Willie Hayes. 





STEP 

The death angel visited our home, 
July 1, and claimed our darling baby, 
Mary Elva, age 1 year, 10 months 
and 24 days. 

She was sick two weeks. We called 
the saints and prayed for her differ- 
ent times but the dear Lord called 
her home to be with Him. It was 
hard to give her up but we humbly 
submitted to His will. 

She leaves to mourn, father, moth- 
er, three brothers and a host of 
relatives. 

Her father and mother, 
Lewis and Roxie Step. 
Epworth, Ga. 





McNABB 

Brother Walter McNabb departed 
this life, July 4, during service. After 
a few prayers and praises Brother 
McNabb took for his text, Is&. 55:6. 
“Seek ye the Lord while he may be 
found, call ye upon him while he 
is near.” In connection with this he 
read Luke 15:il, the lesson of the 
prodigal son. He had been exhort- 
ing the people to come to the Lord, 
when suddenly he fell to his knees 
and then prostrate on his side. It 
was thought that he was speaking in 
tongues at this time. 

Some of the people made _ their 
way to him and placed their hands 
over his heart and found him to be 
dying. He never spoke during this 
time but suddenly passed out. Prior 
to this time he had seemed to be in 
perfect health. 

Brother McNabb obtained salvation 
about seven years ago and had been 
a minister ever since. He was a 
member of the Church of God at 
Pickwick, Miss. , 

The funeral service was conducted 
by the writer and Brothers Lantz 
and Fritz made short talks and his 
body was laid to rest in the Hope- 
well cemetery to await the resur- 
rection. 

He is survived by 
adopted daughter and 
friends. 

One who loved him, 
James R. Smith, 
Morgantown, Miss. 


A Good Meeting at Mor- 
ristown, Tenn. 


Brother and Sister H. L. Trim and 
Brother and Sister W. T. Akin and 
co-workers have just closed a four 
weeks meeting at Morristown, Tenn. 

Brother Trim preached the Word 
with love and power. God surely is 


a wife, an 
a host of 





with him. Seven were saved, six 
sanctified, four baptized with the 
Holy Ghost, five baptized in water 
and many were healed. 

The saints shouted, danced and 
talked in tongues and the church 
was edified. Many are looking this 
way. 


A. J. Hopkins, 
Morristown, Tenn. 


BATTLEFIELDS 


Just closed a fifteen aay revival at 
Bronson, Tex., conducted by Brother 
Wood of Paris, Tex., and Brother 
McClendon of Point, Tex. Eleven 
were saved and sanctified, five re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost and eleven 
were added to the Church, reports 
Allie Jordan. 








We praise the Lord for the way He 
blessed us in the eighteen days re- 
vival which has just closed near 
Select, conducted by Brother S. 
Autry and assisted by Brother John 
Goodman. Two were saved, -four 
sanctified and two were added to the 
Church. Sunday, July 1, we had an all 
day service and observed the Lord’s 
supper*and washed the saints’ feet. 
Th Lord surely blessed Brother Au- 
try in giving out the Word, reports 
Loretta Hosey. 





We want to praise the Lord for 
the wonderful blessing He gave us, 
July 4. Some of the saints came 
from Holly Ridge to be with us in 
the service. Sister Wood and others 
spread a nice dinner. Before dinner 
was served we sang a few songs and 
had prayer. Brother R, C. Robinson 
read a Scripture lesson. The Lord 
was with us from the _ beginning. 
Brother Robinson brought the mes- 
sage in the afterncon and again we 
were made to sit together in heaven- 
ly places in Christ Jesus. The writ- 
er preached at night and the pres- 
ence of the Lord was with us. The 
Saints were edified and encouraged 
to press on. We are expecting to 
start a revival the fourth Sunday in 
July. D. V., reports C. F. Hollands- 
worth, Rayville, La. 


REPORTS 


Several months ago God laid it on 
my heart to go about ten miles from 
my home to a community’ where hol- 
iness had never been preached and 
hold services. God gave us a church 
building that had not had any ser- 
vices in it for seven years. We or- 
ganized a Sunday school on Easter 
Sunday with twenty-five present. In 
a few weeks the attendance was 
fifty. 

On June 17, we had an all day 
meeting in the grove. The first thing 
in the morning was a good soul stir- 
ing song service, including~ some 
special singing by Brother and Sister 
Schwartz of Omega, Ohio. This was 
followed by a good testimony service. 
The saints told with boldness how 
God saved them and how the blood 





+ T. Bennett hustles around 





of Christ cleanseth from all sin, and 
of the baptism of the Holy Ghost, 
with the Bible evidence of speaking 
in other tongues. God wonderfully 
blessed His people. We then dis- 
missed and had a fine dinner and a 
good sociable time. 

Immediately after dinner we had a 
real nice program. The little folks 
receive much praise. We then had 
the privilege of listening to one of 


those deep spiritual sermons that 
only Church of God preachers can 
preach. The speaker was Brother 


C. L. Arrington of Chillicothe, Ohio. 
He spoke on the workings of the 
Holy Spirit. During his discourse a 
message was given in other tongues 
and interpreted. The Holy Ghost 
warned the people that it was God’s 
Word and plead with them not to 
reject it. We dismissed with great 
victory in our soul. 





We have just closed a five weeks 
meeting at Stringtown about two 
and a half miles from Central City. 
We had a hard pull and the rain 
hindered a great deal but the Lord 
was with us and gave us the victory. 
Six were saved, four sanctified, one 
received the Holy Ghost, one _  fol- 
lowed the Lord in water baptism 
and twelve were added to the Church, 
with their membership at Central 
City church. * 

The night the meeting closed 
Brother Prony Ford, our district 
Overseer, gave out the teaching on 
the Church of God. Some said he 
made it so strong that the people 
would not accept it but, bless the 
Lord, when he gave them an oppor- 
tunity to come in they began to step 
out in line; the Holy Ghost began to 
witness and oh, how the power did 
fall. 

Sister Clara Miller of Olaton, Ky., 
assisted in the meeting and @id her 
half of the preaching. The Lord 
uses Sister Miller in a wonderful 
way. She expects to work with wife 
and me this season. 

Brothers Ford and Rich were with 
us and preached some. Brother Rich 
rejoiced at the clewe of the meeting 
because twelve little lambs were 
turned over to his care. 

The saints at Central City were so 
faithful to do their part, whatever it 
happened to be. 

Chas. L. Taylor and wife, 
Moorman, Ky. 





On June 20, Brother John L 
Stephens, our state overseer, heid a 
three nights meeting and on the 
23rd and 24th we had our district 
convention. The dear Loyd blessed 
us. The services were _ instructive 
and enjoyed by all present. 

Saturday night Brother Stephen’s 
subject was; “His presence shall go 
with thee.” This was very impressive 
and the altar was filled by those who 
wanted to have His presence with 
them more. There was shouting and 
danciag. 

Sunday morning Brother Stephens 
delivered a message on Order and 
Organization, proving that it was 
God’s pfan all through the ages and 


that there would be order in the 
resurrection. 
Dinner was spread on the table 


on the church grounds and while our 
souls had been feasting on heavenly 
manna, our bodies were fed with 
the good things prepared by the 
sisters. After dinner was over we 
returned to the Church and Brother 
H. L. Chesser brought the message. 
He preached about the financial sys- 
tem. We think those who had not 
been paying tithes felt bad and no 
doubt resolved to do so from then 
on. The Lord’s presence was felt 
from the beginning and when the 
testimony service began the power 


fell and oh, how the Lord did bless 


our souls. It seemed that heaven 
swung low and we were in heavenly 
places. There was shouting, dancing 
and ‘talking in tongues. After this 
Brother Stephens preached from Acts 
24:14. God blessed the service and 
souls were encouraged to press the 
battle on. 

We were glad to have’ Brother 
Stephen and his wife with us. May 
God bless the Church and those who 
fearlessly stand upon His Word. 

An humble sister, 
Mrs. L. W. Hood, 
Williston, Fla. 


Enthused Workers 


Dear Saints—Greeting 

Name: 

I want to report wictory in Penn- 
sylvania, The revival fire is falling. 
Two received their baptism and one 
was saved. 

Right recently there was a great 
battle fougnt at Gettysburg that will 
never be forgotten. “But a greater 
one is launched for August 1, at Six 
Points, Pa., near Parkers Landing, 
Pa. We are expecting Brother F. J. 
Lee to be in charge. 

Brother D. T. Bennett and Brother 
F. W. Coon are working hard to 
have the new church ready for the 
great camp meeting. Sister Garner 
busies herself running to town to 
get nails and lumber and Sister D. 
to get 
dinner for those who are giving a day’s 
labor on the church. When I see 
them working so hard I imagine I 
can ,see a great storm arising. What 
will be the results? A great storm 
of the latter rain sweeping over 
Pennsylvania. Satan’s forts will 
have been demolished, the kingdom 
of God built up, men and women and 
boys and girls snatched as brands 
from the burning. 

I can feel myself singing this song 
now in the great camp meeting in 
Pennsylvania, 





in Jesus’ 


They come from the east and west, 
They come from the lands afar, 
To feast with the King, to dine as 
His guest; 
How blessed these pilgrims are! 
H. W. Poteat, 





R. 52, Hilliards, Pa. 
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Power Wonderfully 
Swept Over the Con- 
vention at Akron, 
Ohio, July 6-8 


On July 6, at 10 A. M. we opened 
our convention at Akron, Ohio. 
The opening address was delivered 
by the district overseer, J. A. Wil- 
kerson, “Gospel Liberty.” The open- 
ing of this convention was approved 
by the Holy Ghost from the begin- 
ning. 

There were fourteen preachers 
present. It seemed as they spoke 
that they were moved by the power 
of the Holy Ghost. People would 
stand amazed as the Word of God 
was brought forth by the sneakers. 

Saturday was a great day of victory. 
The Holy Ghost met with us at 10:00 
A. M. and continued with us until 
11:00 P. M. In the afternoon service 
the Spirit manifested Himself to us 
in such a way that the people ran to 
the altar without a call. The audience 
sobbed in tears throughout the after- 
noon. Such wonderful power was 
never witnessed in the state of Ohio 
before. Wrongs were made right and 
the Spirit of unity swept through the 
hearts of the saints of God as never 
before. The service of this after 
noon knit the hearts of the members 
of the Church of God people of Dis- 
trict No. 1 so close together that we 
do not believe men or devils will ever 
be able to break the unity. 

Sister Weaver of Walbridge brought 
us a wonderful message in the ev- 
ening. She used Jer. 12:9 as her 
text. This message brought to our 
minds how real the Church of God 
is. This seemed to bring more unity 
and steadfastness as she ploughed 
down through the mighty Word of 


God and encouraged us to go on 
over the top. 
The Sunday morning service 


opened at 10:30 A. M., with great 
victory, followed by a Love Feast and 
we broke bread as they did after the 
day of Pentecost. The entire congre- 
gation was melted to tears. This 
service lasted at least two hours. 
They then went to the tent and ate 
their meat with gladness and single- 
ness of heart. During the convention 
free meals “were served in a large 
tent near the church. 

Sunday evening the service 


was 
witnessed by mighty 


demonstra- 


On the day of Pentecost. 
E. D Johnson brought us a 
ful message on “Salvation 
effect.” This convention 
great uplift to the Church of God. 
The convention closed with hearts 
full of love and a hearty handshake 
till we meet again. 
C. W. Florence, secretary, 
Toledo, Ohio. 


Brother 
wonder- 
and its 
was a 





Pentecostal Shower at 
Kimberly, Ala. 


The two weeks meeting that just 
closed at Kimberly, Ala., was 
a remarkable success. Sister Nell 
Lovett from Mississippi and 
Brother and Sister Newman from 
Carbon Hill, Ala., were with us. 

The first service was conducted 
by Brother Raney; our worthy pas- 
tor. The Lord seemed to open -the 
windows of heaven the very first 
night and poured out His blessings 
upon His children. 

On June 7, Sister Nell Lovett ar- 
rived from’ Mississippi with tears and 
love for lost souls. Sister Lovett 
was the principal preacher. She gave 
out the Word with power and love. 
At ‘times’ jt seemed like the whole 
congregation was under conviction. 
On the 8th Brother and Sister New- 
man arrived and added more fire 
and power to the services. By this 
time the meeting was noised abroad 
and people came from twenty to 
thirty miles around. Brother Clyde 
Dodd with his singers added much 
power and victory to the services. 
Brother Williams and Brother G. C. 
Dunn, our state overseer, were with 
us a few services. 


During one altar service great 
fiames of fire were seen just above 











have been on holy ground. Several 
were saved and sanctified, eighteen 
received the Holy Ghost, thirteen 
were added to the Church and nine 
were baptized in water. 
Tom Johnson, clerk, 
Kimberly, Ala. 





Thirty-nine Received 
Holy Ghost 


On June 4 Brother John C. Jerni- 
gan of Cleveland, Tenn., pitched a 
tent in Chattanooga on East End 
Ave., and began to give out God’s 
Word in its fullness and purity. God 
set His approval on His Word and 
began answering the many fervent 
prayers of the little band of workers 
that ascended to the throne. The 
meeting lasted four weeks and God 
was with us from the very first. In 
all, thirty-nine claimed to receive the 
Holy Ghost and we have no right to 
dispute it for we heard them speak 
with other tongues and glorify God. 

This is the most successful revival 
that has been held in Chattanooga 
for many years. The scales fell from 
the eyes of many that hag been in- 
fluenced by different doctrines, creeds 
and denorainations and many of them 
left the tent filled with the Holy Ghost. 
It had been prophesied by some.that 
we could not have a tent meeting 
as the boys would cut the tent down 
but this all proved to be false proph- 
ecy.. We had large crowds. The 
altar was filled most every night un- 


til there was hardly room for’ the 
workers. 


One man who had once claimed 
to be a Baptist minister fell to his 
knees on the outside of the tent 
and began calling on God for mercy. 
Soon he was stretched upon the 
grass under the power of God and 
in a short time he was speaking in 
tongues and magnifying God. 


On July 1 at close of the meeting, 
twenty-seven followed the Lord in 
water baptism. It was a wonderful 
sight to see twenty-seven join hands 
and march into the water. There 
was much dancing and rejoicing in 
the water. 


Brother Jernigan is a young man 
and has spent ten months in the Bk 





ble Training School at Cleveland, 
Tenn. He claims that the success of 


‘ his ministry is due to the trainin 
tions and power. The power fell ot, q . 


he received under the instruction of 
Brothers J. B. Ellis and F. J. Lee. 


I have never attended Bible school 
but I want every young man Of 
woman that ever expects to enter thé 
ministry and to meet this cold@ 
hearted, gainsaying world with the 
everlasting Gospel to spend a few 
months in the Church of God Bible 
Training School. Then when they 
get out on the battlefield for God they 
will know something about using the 
two edged-sword. 


If you are hungry for-a good old 
time revival I refer you to Brother 
John C. Jernigan, Church of God Bh 
ble student, Cleveland, Tenn. 

Your brother under the blood, 

J. F. Swaggerty, 
1604 Dorris St., 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 





Requests Prayer of the 
Orphans 


Church. ef God Orphanage: 

I am sending $5.00 to the Orphan- 
age. It is a gift to me from a Church 
of God minister, so I am sending it 
on to you. 


I happened to a serious accident 
last September. I had my back brok- 
en by a rock falling on me in the 
coal mines. I am in a serious con- 
dition. I love God’s Church and in- 
terest myself in all her activities. I 
want an interest in the prayers of 
the orphans that the Lord will raise 
me up and anoint me to preach the 
gospel. 
children. 
any member of the Church of God © 
that would care to write to me. ¥ 

Your brother in Christ, 








the church house. Oh, we must 


Osear M. Brayer, "3 
oho Wolfpit, Ky. | 





I have a wife and four ° 
I would like to hear from 





| 
| 
| 





Great State of Illinois 


Standing Firm 
Wider J. S. Liewellyn; 
Cleveland, Tenn. 
Dear Brother: 

After we had read the pro- 
ceedings of the Council held at 
Cleveland, Tenn., and the action 
that was taken against: S. O. 
Gillaspie, who was at that time 
our state overseer, we got busy 
and got all the churches to- 
gether and on the 16th we met 
at Eldorado, Ill. 

Bishop D. P. Barnett was ap- 
pointed moderator for this state 
by the official body of the 
Church but was in no wise ap- 
pointed to fill the vacancy the 
rest of the conference year. This 
was left to the Supreme council, 
although we would be pleased if 
you all should see fit to appoint 
him. If not, we will be pleased 
with whatever you do. 

Brother Llewellyn, we would 
be pleased if you would print 
these resolutions in the Evangel 
as Brother Gillaspie was over- 
seer here and we would like for 
the people to know that we are 
not following him but are one 
hundred per cent. for the 
Church of God as outlined in the 
Minutes of the Assemblies. 

Your brother in Christ, 

Marion Joplin, clerk. 





To Whom.it May Concern: 

Whereas be it resolved, we, 
the Church of Illinois, do hereby 
wish to make public our actions 
and loyalty to the wise counsel 
of the elders of the Church of 
God, with headquarters at 
Cleveland, Tenn. 

Whereas be it resolved that 
we, the Churches of God of IIli- 
nois, do stand and favor the 
proceedings of the assemblies as 
outlined by the minutes of said 
assemblies. 


Whereas be it further resolved 
that we senda copy of these 
resolutions to the Church of God 
Evangel for publication. 

Whereas be it further resolved 
that the names of the bishops, 
deacons and evangelists that 
were present in this meeting and 
participated in the same be pub- 
lished and become a part of 
these resolutions. 

Marion Joplin, 
D. P. Barnett, moderator. 

Bishops present: D. P. Bar- 
nett, A. G. Edmonds, Tony Ford. 

Deacons present: W. A. Sum- 
mers, W. E. Sanders, J. W. John- 
son, M. Smothers, Marion Jop- 
lin. 

Evangelists present: Graham 
Oglesby, F. R. Harrawood, J. S. 
Trail, W. F. Bragg, T. J. Milli- 
gan, W. J. Milligan. 
Approved, July 16, 1923, 
P. M. 


10:25 


July 16, 19283. 
The Supreme Council, 

Cleveland, Tenn: 

A special conference of the 
Churces of God of Illinois con- 
vened at Eldorado, July 16, 1923. 
The conference was opened by 
A. G. Edwards, pastor of the 
Eldorado church. for the purpose 
of appointing a moderator to 
conduct meeting or series of 
meetings until otherwise ordered 
by the Council. 

“Marion Joplin of Logan, IIL, 
was appointed clerk and Broth- 
er D. P. Barnett of West Frank- 
fort unanimously appointed to 
serve as moderator. 

After conference was duly 
appointed for business the com- 
munication received from head- 
quarters was read by W. E. San- 
ders and received as read and ex- 
planation was given of the same. 

It was further requested that 
the clerk write to Headquarters 
at Cleveland, Tenn., requesting 
advice as to what should be 
done with the tithe of the tithes 
formerly paid the state overseer. 

It was suggested by Brother 
F. R. Harrawood of Logan that 
resolutions be drawn up and sent 
to the Evangel for publication. 
His suggestion was endorsed by 
Brother A. G. Edmonds of 
Eldorado. 

Marion Joplin, clerk. 

D. P. Barnett, moderator. 

July 18, 1923. 

Mr. J. S. Llewellyn, 

2524 Gaut St., 
Cleveland, Tenn. 

Dear Brother Llewellyn: 

I received a very pitiful letter 
today from my precious mother, 
stating that she had signed the 
petition that Brother Thad Rich- 
ard circulated among. the 
church people at Kentwood. I 
am going to give you some of 
mother’s letter to let you see 
how come her to sign, and have 





her name erased as she stated in 
the letter that she wanted to 
stand for the Church of God. 
Brother Richard told them that 
all who stood for the Church of 
God to put their names down on 
the paper, and that he «didn’t 
force any of them to do it, but he 
said it was right. Mother says 
she told him that she stood for 
the Church of God at head- 
quarters and wanted to go on 
with it. 

You can readily see 
they are getting the people 
to sign and informing them 
wrong. I wrote her and told 
her not to sign but my let- 
ter didn’t get there in time and 
as she has done it ignorantly I 
am sure that you and Brother 
Ellis will gether name off as 
she wrote me today that she 
was standing for the right and 
of course that is with the ten 
Elders. Efford told me that he 
heard at Cleveland that mother 
and father were for Brother 
Tomlinson. They are not since 
they have heard the many 
wrong things that he has done. 

We are all praying for all of 
you and we are sure that the 
right will prevail and as soon as 
all of this is settled I believe that 
a greater work will be done. I am 
sure God has been blessing some 
and now as we are getting the 
right thing at the head I am sure 
we will receive greater blessings. 
I sure want you to pray for us, 
Brother Llewellyn, as we want 
to do something for the Church 
of God. How glad | will be 
when I know that we are ready 
to hit the field again. Tears are 
filling my eyes, though I am hid 
away in an office now I mean to 
go out and tell the people some 
of these days. I am sure that 
we will appreciate the privilege 
as never before. I surely love 
the dear Lord and His Church 
and mean to go through by His 
help. Please excuse this letter, 
Brother Llewellyn, as I just took 
a few minutes from my work. 
Well, my boss has come, will 
close with love to your dear 
family and the saints. [am 
Your sister in Christ, 

Mrs. H—. 
P. S. Let me know if there is 
anything for mother to do? 


A Good Day | 


I want to praise the Lord for the 
way He blessed us in our Children’s 
Day meeting at Sturgis, Ky. We had 
an all day meeting and dinner on 
the ground. After the children’s ex- 
ercises, Brother Prony Ford, our 
pastor, gave a nice talk in behalf of 
the orphans. He explained how they 
were being brought up in the Or- 
phans Home at Cleveland, Tenn., and 
what a great blessing it was to the 
little homeless ones. He also told 
how the Lord would help and bless 
folks who assisted in this great and 
noble cause. He explained what the 
Church of God Orphans Home meant 
to the erpnans. 
Brother Ford opened the Bible and 
told the people if God had laid it 
on their heart to help the orphans 
to walk up and lay their offering on 
the Bible and God would help them 
in some way. The amount of $27.28 
was raised. We have forty-nine mem- 
bers here and all are trying to do 
something for God. We do not hear 
the Gospel preached as much 4s 
some but we hear enough to keep 
us sweet in our soul. We desire 
an interest in the prayers of the 
Evangel readers. 
Robert Cowger, clerk, 
Sturgis, Ky. 


Wants to Unite With the 
Church of God 


Saints of the Household of God: 

I have been so fortunate as_ to 
come in possession of some of your 
tracts and as the Church of God 
which you represent so_ fervently 
seems in accord with God’s Word and 
my belief, | am writing you to know 
how I can unite with you people. 

I was once united with the Na- 
zarene people but ten years ago I 
was wonderfully blessed with the 
precious Holy Ghost and had not at 
that time ever heard it preached, but 
God seeing the honesty of my heart 
filled me with the Holy Ghost, speak- 
ing in tongues, and the Nazarene 
people took my name off their church 
book. I am still contending for the 
faith and want to unite with His 
people. « 

If you have a real good preacher, 
please send him over kere as this 
is a wide field and. the true gospel 
is badly needed. 

Will Price, 
Brownfield, Tex. 


Need of Prayer 


Dear Saints: 

I am a member of the Free Will 
Christian Baptist church and have 
been studying the Bible with all my 
heart. As I studied I became more 
interested in the belief of the Church 
of God and the Holy Ghost. I have 
a brother-in-law who is a member of 
the Church of God and he sent me 
an Evangel which has made a great 
change in|jme. As I read it I cried 
and rejoiced. 

I want you all to pray for me. I 
have so mwch trouble. My beloved 
husband ig in prison here and my six 


that 











little children are hungry and haven't 
hardly any clothes. It places such 
a responsibility on me. 

Since my husband has been in 
prison he nas given his heart to God 
and has been baptized. He says he 
is living true to God and is praying 
for an oppurtunity to teach and rear 
his little children in the way the 
Lord would have them go. 

I want all the saints to pray for 
me to receive the Holy Ghost and 
that my family may be united and 
that I may be stronger in the faith. 

A true sister in Christ, 

Mrs. Nora Cobb, 
5103 Kentucky Ave., 
W. Nashville, Tenn. 


Just the 





His Power is 
Same 


Dear Brothers and 

ings in Jesus’ Name: 

I have read so many testimonies 
in our little paper and I have wished 
many times that I could testify like 
many others but I am so glad that 
this morning finds me in the way. The 
Lord saved me, sanctified me a little 
Over two years ago in Brother and 
Sister Heath’s meeting and last Sun- 
day night He wonderfully baptized 
me with the blessed Holy Ghost. 

The Lord is surely blessing at 
Salem. At one time there were thirty- 
five or forty saints shouting the 
praises of God. The seekers are pray- 
ing through at the altar and shout- 
ing the praises of God. My little girl 
has received the Holy Ghost. It is 
wonderful to see the children  re- 
joicing in the Lord. 

Minnie Wilder, 
Douglas, Ga 


Key West 


Somebody is going to be responsi- 
ble for Key West at the judgment. 
Is it you? This is a little city of 
25,000 inhabitants and not one Pen- 
ltecosial preacher. What does _ that 
sound like? The light of the Church 
of God here is almost ready to flicker 
out, who will brighten it up again? 
There are a few saints here who 
are almost starved to death for the 
bread of life. Who will. come and 
break it to them? We have a nice 
little church here, a piano and organ 
and two nice rooms on the back of 
the church for the preacher to live 
in and all the promises in the Word 
of God for him to claim. What more 
does one want? And yet with all 
of that not one Church of God 
preacher will come here to stay. 
Just as soon as they get here to 
Stay they complain about the hot 
weather and mosquitoes and every- 
thing else the devil can get them to 
complain about and before we know 
it they are gone. 

I am afraid many are looking for 
ease and comfort, instead of souls. 
God help the preacher who claims toy 
be called into the work of the Lo 
and yet wants all the comforts of 
life. Did Jesus get them? I am sure 
there are souls here to be saved be- 
fore Jesus comes but this is a hard 
field and you had better be sure the 
Lord has called you here before yor 
come. Must the work here go down? 
Who will answer? 

Mrs. Ray Elwood, 

628 Frances St. 

Key West, Fla. 


Sisters—Greet- 








The Lord Blessing in| 
Texas 


On June 3 Brother C. Atkins and} 
myself started a three weeks meet- 
ing at a iittle country school house 
called Salem about fourteen miles 
from Ranger, Tex. The Lord cer- 
tainly did bless. Three were saved, 
two sanctified and two received the} 
Holy Ghost. 
On Sunday we had a feast. The} 
farmers brought full baskets. In the 
afternoon we had preaching. Then| 
we began singing and had an old 
time handshake. Many Methodists 
and Baptists shouted and danced. 

There was an old lady in the com- 
munity that fell off the porch over a 
year ago and broke her foot and had 
been going on crutches ever since. 
She sent us word to pray for her 
and was sitting on the porch at 
home when the power began shak- 
ing her. Her daughter said, “Moth- 
er, the Lord is going to heal you.” 
She. forgot her crutches and began 
to run out of one room, into the next 
and all over the place. 

This wonderful way is new to peo- 
ple right at your doors. Why not 
go and tell them about it? 

Your little sister in His service, 

Pernie Bradley, 
Box 971, Ranger, Tex. 


Rejoicing in Salvation 

I want to thank God because He 
reached down in the low ruts of 
sin and picked up a lost and undone 
Sinner like I was. About one year 
ago God saved and sanctified me 
and about two weeks before the As- 
sembly He wonderfully baptized me 
with the Hoky Ghost and fire in the 
East Chattanooga church of which 
I am a member. 

I thank God that He ever let con- 
viction seize my heart. He gave me 
a view of my lost and ruined condi- 
tion. It was rather a painful route 
over whica God brought me before 
I could see these things, yetI glorify 
His great and matchless name. He 
let sickness come into my home and 
I had as many as seven doctors 
employed and all was done that 
earthly aid could do but God in His 
great wisdom saw best to take the 
brightest jewel of my home, my dar- 
ling baby. 

Brother J. P. Hughes, our pastor, 
began to open my eyes to the doc 
trine and teaching of the great 
Church of God, such as divine heal- 
ing, tithes ete. I have practiced 
them all from the beginning. 








A few weeks ago Brother Jernigan 


-we had a song and praise 


here and began preaching the full 
plan of salvation. The Word went 
forth with power and it soon made 
is way into the hearts of many lost 
souls. Since the meeting closed 
there hasn't been a service but what 
one or more received the Holy Ghost. 
In all thirty-seven have received the 


Holy Ghost. It pays to be up and 
about our Father’s business. May 
God help us all to be workers for 
Him. 

Your brother in Christ, 


J. L. Perkins, 
East Chattanocga, Tenn. 





Children’s Day at Shady 
Grove, Miss. 


Dear Evangel Readers: 


I want to report the wonderful 
time we had at Shady Grove on 
Children’s Day. There were four 


schools represented. 

Shady Grove began their program 
at 10:30 A. M., and continued about 
an hour. It was real soul inspiring 
to hear the children’ recite’ their 
pieces and sing. They certainly aid 
well. Their program closed with a 


song, The Orphan Girl, by three 
girls. eWhile they were singing an 
offering was taken for the orphans 


which amounted to about $20:00. We 
then had the pleasure of listening to 
a short sermon by Brother H. A. 
Pressgrove of Chattanooga, Tenn. 
A nice dinner was then served. 

At 2:05 P. M., we had song = ser- 
vice, then the Youngs Creek Sunday 
school program. Their school is 
small but the children certainly did 
well and every one enjoyed their 
pieces. Next was Turkey Foot Fork 
Sunday school. Their program was 
fine and every one enjoyed their 
songs and recitations. Then the 
Stonefield Sunday school began 
their program which was fine 
and enjoyed by every one. 

All four of the Sunday schools then 
came together and had an army 
march. All lined up and carried ban- 
ners. They recited a few pieces 
about the Sunday school army and 
then Sister Rhea Cunningham played 
a march on the organ which we 


marced by. We marched out around 
the tabernacle and back under and 
made four lines and sang a song, 


Some Glad Day. 

We then had a twenty minutes in- 
termission. Brother H. A. Pressgrove 
then delivered another wonderful ser- 
mon. It was estimated that there were 
2,000 people present. 

At 8:30 P. M., we had communion 
and feet washing. This was’ the 
most solemn part of the service. 
Everything was quiet and the Lord 
sure did bless. 
Yours sincerely, 

Etelka Harris. 


Goldsmith Camp Meet- 
ing 


Saturday night, June 30, 1923, the 
Goldsmith camp meeting opened with 
songs and prayer. Brother S. J. Heath 
was im charge. 

At 9:00 P. M., Brother J. A. Hipps 
brought a wonderful message. Sun- 
day, July I, at 10:00 A. M., Brother 
T. D. Brogdon made a_ beautiful 
speech on Sunday school work. At 





1 11:00 A. M.,. Brother Heath preached 


a fine sermon, after which there was 
shouting, dancing and talking in 
tongues. 

At 3:00 PF. M., Sunday school 
opened with song and prayer. The 
school marched around the arbor and 
upon the platform where _ Sister 
Heath asked the little folks some 
Bible questions. The Sunday school 
ended with great success. 

After the Sunday school was over 
service 
and the saints testified, shouted and 
talked in tongues. Sister Heath then 
got the little folks upon the  plat- 
form and they did some fine singing. 

In the evening Brother T. D. Brog- 
don preached a wonderful ‘sermon. 
An altar call was given and a con- 
vict came to the altar and was 
saved, sanctified and filled .with the 
Holy Ghost. 

Monday 10:00 A. M., a Bible study 
period was opened, conducted by 
Brothers Heath and Brogdon. There 
were some beautiful types brought 
out and this seemed to be the best 
meeting we had had up to this time. 
Tuesday at 10:00 A. M., the Bible 
study was conducted by Brother 
Heath. At 4:00 P. M., we had a 
Praise service conducted by Brother 


H. Scott. There was _ preaching, 
shouting, dancing and talking in 
tongues. We sure had a wonderful 


time in the Lord. At 8:30 P. M., 
Brother H. Scott preached a wonder- 
ful sermon. Sister Heath followed 
with a message to the sinners. 

Wednesday 10:00 A. M., Brother 
Heath conducted the Bible study and 
brought out some interesting points 
on the thirteenth chapter of Revela- 
tion. 

In the afternoon we had a good 
praise service and a good time sing- 
ing and praising God for His many 
blessings. At 8:30 P. M., Brother 
J. L. Wood preached a wonderful 
sermon, 

Thursday 10:00 A. M., Bible ques- 
tions were answered by the min- 
isters. In the evening Brother H. 
Scott preached a thrilling sermon. 
Sister Heath closed the service, made 
an altar call and one received the 
Holy Ghost. 

Friday 10:00 A. M., Bible study, 
conducted by Brother Heath. The 
Lord’s presence was felt in a won- 
derful way. At 4:00 P. M., we had 
a healing service. There was one 
old man that had been walking on 
crutches for about six months, and 
we prayed for him and the Lord 
wonderfully touched him and he# 
could walk without his crutches. 

In the evening Brother Heath 
brought an inspiring sermon. 

Saturday 8:30 P. M., Brother J. W. 





from Cleveland, Tenn. pitched a tent 










All Day Meeting 
SUNDAY, JULY 29 


Dinner on the Ground 


At Dividing Ridge Church 
Soddy, Route 3 


Speakers 


A General Good 


J.S. Llewellyn 11 00 a RA 
F. J. Lee 


130 pm 


Time is Expected 


Revival to Begin at That Time 
EVERYBODY WELCOME: 


W. F. BryANntT. PASTOR 





Will Convene 
West Virginia, 


Inclusive 


Representatives from every church in 


the state are expected 


special invitation is given to those of other 
states who can attend. Entertainment will 
be free as for as can be provided. For further 


information, write 


E. L. Simmons, 
Box 55, Cleveland, Tenn. 


THE WEST VIRGINIA 
STATE CONVENTION 





at Huntington 
August 15-19 


to be there, and a 


’ 





the importance of prayer. 

Sunday 10:00 A. M. Brother H. 
Scott delivered a fine sermon and at 
3:00 P. M., we had a good Sunday 
school. At 8:30 P. M., Brother 
Heath brought a good message, text, 
2 Chr. 34:21. 


The most interesting and profitable 
feature of the meeting was the Bible 
study. This was the most spiritual 
and edifying meeting ever held here. 
The attendance was large and the 
behavior good. 


During this meeting many calls 
came for Church of God preachers to 
hold meetings in new fields. At the 
close of the Sunday morning service, 
July 8, Brother Heath spoke of some 
of our strong men being sifted out, 
but said this was only fulfilling the 
Scripture and confirming what they 
preached, that uncleanness would 
not be kept in the Church. He called 
on every one who expected to stand 
by the Church of God to come for- 
ward and stand together in a body. 
Every member of the Church of God 
came forward and several that were 
not members stood up. The power 
fell and it seemed good to the Holy 
Ghost and us. 

Mrs. Addie Mae Ward, 
Hazlehurst, Ga. 





State Overseers 


Ala., G. C. Dunn, Box 38, Pratt City, 
Ala. 
Ark., E. C. Scarbrough, Nettleton, Ark 
Bah., Milton Padgett, Nassau, N. P 
Col., O. R. Rouse, Raton, New Mexico 
Fla., John L Stephens, 2803-18th Ave, 
Tampa, Fla. 
Ga., S. W. Latimer, Spring Place, Ga 
IL, S., O. Gillaspie, Olney, TH. 
Ind., J. N. Hurley, Box 300, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 
Kans., E. L. Pinkley, Couch, Mo. 
Ky., C. H. Randall, Box 339, Som- . 
erset, Ky., 
La., T. A. Richard, Kentwood, La. 
Md., Paul Walker, Princess Anne, Md 
Mich., E. Haynes, 5686-16th St., De 
troit, Mich. 


Miss., B. CG. Rider, Rienzi, Miss. 

Mo., J. M. Viney, Cantwell, Mo. 

New Mex., 0. R. Rouse, Raton, New 
Mex. 

N. C., Geo. T. Brouayer, R. 2, Middle 
sex, N. C. j 

North Dak., John Attey, Box 426 
bp Valley, N. D. 

Ohio, W. G. mbert, 419 E. Union 
St., Circleville, Ohio. 

Qkla., John Burk, Sapulpa, Okla, 

Pa,, H. W. Poteat, R. 52, Hilliards, Pa 

8. C., J. W. Culpepper, R. 3, Lake 
Park, Ga. 


Tenn., M. W. Letsinger, R. 1, Bying- i 


ton, Tenn. 

Tex., H. N. Scoggins, Box 193, La 
donia, Tex. é 

Va., ener J. Coeburn, Va., Gen. 


W. Va. EB. L. Simmons, Cleveland, 
Tenn. ve 

Thos, J. Richardson, 1700-6 ave., N. W. 
Miami, Fia., overseer of co} 
ored work. 





Buchans brought a good message on 





Needs Earnest Prayer 


Dear Evangel Readers—Greetings in 
Jesus’ Name: . 
I am all alone in this place trying 

in my weak way to hold on to God’s 

unchanging hand. 

We moved to this place about four 
months ago and there is no one in 
this town of about twelve hundred 
that believes in this way except me. 
My husband is a sinner and I have 
no one to be my companion alomg 
this upward way. 

Almost three years ago I received 
this wonderful blessing of the Holy 
Ghost. I know I was really saved 
and sanctified. I have not had the 
privilege of attending church hardly 
any since I have beén here. The 
church is some distance away. The 
devil tries many ways but I know 
the Lord still answers my prayers. 

My little boy had the ear-ache and 
I prayed and the Lord healed him. 
And, too, we all had the “fiu’” last 
winter and I trusted the Lord for 
miyself and children and He healed 
us. But I feel that if I don’t get to 
move to a place where I can go to 
church and be with the saints of 
God, I will soon be completely over- 
come unless some one prays earnest- 
ly for me. I mean to keep praying 
and trying with my whole soul, mind, 
body and strength to get as strong 
as I was when I started to walk in 
this narrow way for I love’ the 
Chureh of God and know that it is 
the only one that is right. If peo- 
ple will only obey God .they can 
have joy and glory in their soul down 
here. Although the trials are hard 
but Jesus said His grace was saffi- 
cient. I don’t want Jesus to come 
and find me in a lukewarm condi- 
tion for I would not be able to go to 
the marriage supper and I want a 
home in heaven above every thing on 
earth for earthly things pass away. 

I know that some day I will have 
to stand before the great judge and 
I want my record to be clear se 
He will say, “Well done thou gooi 
and faithful servant.” 

One who wants to be read: 

Jesus comes, —" 

Mrs. S. W. Hutsell 
Crossville, Tenn. 


LOOK AND READ! 


Come over and help us enjoy, a 
feast in a revival meeting at the Qak 
Grove church in Mississippi, near 
Red Bay, Ala. Brother Z. D. Simpson 
will be in charge of the meeting, 
which will begin Saturday night, Aug. 
4 at 7:30 o’clock. Come one dad 
‘all for you are welcome. ! 

Their pastor, 
Jesse Danehower. 
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